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Learn about:

• Elements of internationalization at home:

ü Curricula

ü Languages

ü Pedagogy, learning environment and learning resources

ü Student life and student services

• Impact of internationalization on institutional infrastructures
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• Internationalization Abroad: all forms of education crossing 
borders, mobility of students, teachers, researchers, programs, 
courses, curriculum, projects.
• Internationalization at Home: activities that help students 

develop international understanding and intercultural skills in 
their own universities.
• The primary attention in most universities is still on the 

abroad component, but a shift to the at home component is 
gradually happening.
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Internationalization at Home
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It’s aimed at all students and is therefore part of the compulsory programme.

It’s a set of instruments and activities ‘at home’ that focus on developing international and 
intercultural competences in all students.

It’s based on the assumption that most students will not travel for study-related purposes.

May include short-term outgoing mobility in the form of study visits or research assignments 
that are a component of the compulsory curriculum.

Only includes the individual experiences of students undertaken during study and placement 
abroad if these are integrated into the home institution’s standard assessment tools.
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Elements of 
internationaliza
tion at home in 
the context of 
Romanian 
higher 
education
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Curricula

Languages

Pedagogy, learning environment and 
learning resources

Student life and student services
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1. Curricula (includes joint study programmes)
For many universities internationalization at home is measured 
by “input factors”:

ünumber of programmes and/or courses taught in foreign 
languages,

ünumber of local and international students enrolled,
ünumber of teaching staff having appropriate skills to teach and 

interrelate in their professional field with students in one or 
more foreign languages,

ünumber of non-resident staff hired to teach and/or research.
Internationalization at Home in the Context of Romanian HE 6
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The basic objective of internationalization at home needs vision and strategy:
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curriculum design 
and review of 

course contents

foreign language 
instruction

appropriate 
teaching staff and 
learning resources

students support 
services 

extracurricular 
activities
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To put curriculum 
design in 
accordance with 
global education 
outcomes 
means:

Internationalization at Home in the Context of Romanian HE
8

to care for the incorporation of the 
international/global/intercultural 
dimension in the discipline contents,

to help students make connections 
between their local communities and 
international/global processes, and

to persuade students that the learning 
process never ends within a highly dynamic 
and complex global environment.
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Graduates are expected:
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to understand their culture in a global and comparative context,

to demonstrate knowledge of global issues, processes, trends and systems,

to understand, accept and use diverse cultural frames in their day-to-day life and work,

to communicate and interact with people in the mother tongue and in foreign languages,

to demonstrate an interest for personal involvement in global or intercultural contexts.
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Romanian universities integrate the 
international dimension in various forms:
• Offering programs with international themes - specialized programmes in 

international politics, international business or comparative cultural studies;
• Offering study programmes which are accredited according to the national 

legal requirements and – at the same time – by international professional 
bodies, according to their standards.
• Teaching full programmes in foreign languages;
• Undertaking a more in-depth renovation of course contents aiming to 

develop specific skills which enable people to be effective in a globally open 
society, labor market and economy.

Internationalization at Home in the Context of Romanian HE
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Stakeholders - partners from the 
public administration and the 
private businesses - are also 
involved in the consultation 

process concerning updating the 
curriculum.

Partner higher education 
institutions and cooperative 

exchange agreements also play 
an increasing role in the 

internationalization of curricula 
implemented by Romanian 

universities. 



Project No. 610391-EPP-1-2019-1-IT-EPPKA2-CBHE-JP

\

2. Languages
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TEACHING AND LEARNING 
IN OTHER LANGUAGES

THE USE OF 
INTERNATIONAL 

LEARNING RESOURCES

THE ACCESS TO 
INTERNATIONAL DATA 

BASES

THE REQUEST FOR STUDY 
OPPORTUNITIES ABROAD
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•Most Romanian universities have introduced in the last 20 
years the compulsory study of one or two foreign languages 
and offer at the same time optional study opportunities for 
other languages.
• Romanian universities offer bachelor and master degree

programmes in English, French and German.
• Language support for international students who wish to study 

in Romanian is offered by Romanian language courses.

Internationalization at Home in the Context of Romanian HE 13
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Example 1: Romanian Language Preparatory 
Year at LBUS • Romanian language courses particularly 

designed for foreign students.
• Certificate of linguistic competence 

required for their application for academic 
studies in Romania.
• Romanian language classes
• Romanian culture and civilization (in order 

to familiarize with various historical and 
geographical aspects, folklore, literature 
and arts of the Romanian people)
• Specialized language courses (depending 

on the chosen field: medicine, law, 
economics, engineering, etc).

Internationalization at Home in the Context of Romanian HE
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Example 2: Romanian 
Language Preparatory Year at 
University of Bucharest
The Preparatory Year – Romanian
Language Course is mandatory for those
students who wish to pursue their studies
in Romanian language and don’t have a
language certificate in this sense.
During this one-year, full-time academic
program, the international students will
acquire the requisite skills in reading,
writing, listening and speaking in
Romanian for academic purposes, but also
specific knowledge correlated with future
training profile.
(source: https://unibuc.ro/international/studenti-
internationali/an-pregatitor-non-ue/?lang=en)
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3. Pedagogy, learning environment and 
learning resources
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Traditional teaching ex cathedra is still the most popular way to transfer 
knowledge to the learners in the bachelor programmes provided by Romanian 
universities.

In master’s degree programmes, a large variety of teaching methods are 
applied in the face-to face teaching, in the online provision of study 
programmes and/or in the blended learning. 

The third Bologna cycle – doctoral studies – registers the strongest influence of 
the international dimension on the educational process.
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Digital libraries – many Romanian universities 
offer students free-access to local and 
international books and reviews.

Video-conferences and invited speakers from 
public and/or private organizations

Learning resources of the latest generation 
and access to data bases and scholarly articles 
and studies published in international journals
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4. Student life and student services

Internationalization at Home in the Context of Romanian HE
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quality of student life extracurricular 
learning 

student involvement 
in various events 
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Example 3: Career advice to students
LBUS Career Guidance Office carries out activities 
aimed to ensure the well-being of students -
including counseling and support of students with 
special needs / with disabilities, :
ü Psychological evaluation
üPsychological counseling
üPsychoeducational counseling
üIndividual and group psychotherapy
ü Analysis and intervention at the level of 

educational micro group and organization
• Activities aimed at adapting relationships and 

communication with people from other 
cultures, such as intercultural counseling.

Internationalization at Home in the Context of Romanian HE 19



Project No. 610391-EPP-1-2019-1-IT-EPPKA2-CBHE-JP

Example 4: University of Bucharest Career 
Counseling and Guidance

Internationalization at Home in the Context of Romanian HE 20

Professional counseling

Identifying the 
professional interests 

and the abilities through 
specific screenings

Assistance in the 
creation of the 

instruments used to 
search for a job: a CV, a 

motivation letter

Training for selection 
interviews for jobs

Support in taking 
decisions regarding the 
career and in creating a 

personalized plan

The identification of 
opportunities to develop 

the abilities and 
competences necessary 

on the labor market
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Projects & Events at UB’s Career Office

THE LIVING LIBRARY – Chatting to 
Successful People

• At the Living Library, books come alive. 
• The pages full of stories the reader 

browses are nothing else but the 
personal experiences which those who 
took the role of “books” choose to share 
during a relaxing conversation with their 
“readers”.

(source: https://unibuc.ro/student-ub/cariera/consiliere-si-
orientare-in-cariera/?lang=en)

UB Career Days

• presentations of well-known figures in 
the field, 

• workshops for personal and professional 
development 

• other events meant to prepare the 
students for “the confrontation” with the 
labour market. 
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Example 5: UBB Career Center

• Individual and group counseling 
(online and face to face)
• Job interview simulation
• CV feedback
• Workshops & webinars
• Camps for students
• Mentoring services for 1st year 

students
(source: 
https://consilierecariera.ubbcluj.ro/despre-noi/)
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EXTRACURRICULAR 
ACTIVITIES

CULTURAL AND 
SPORTS EVENTS

INFORMAL MEETINGS
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Impact of internationalization on institutional 
infrastructures
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A vision for internationalization

A set of strategic goals accompanied by performance indicators

An action plan specifying operations, responsible institutional structures 
(departments, services etc.), human and financial resources and a timeline

A monitoring mechanism of the implementation
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International relations office

• The main role of this office is to assist the leadership with various 
internationalization activities, including

üthe dialogue with cross-border institutional partners;
üpreparation and implementation of international agreements;
üadministration of international mobility of students and of academic 

and non-academic staff. 
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Thank you for your attention!
Vă mulțumim pentru atenție!

Grazie per l'attenzione!
तपा$को (यान को लागी ध/यवाद!
(यान देने के 4लए आपको ध/यवाद!
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